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Chapter 1: Introduction

Solar energy systems have many positive benfitthe environment and locadmmunities.
| t 6s becomi ngoustmcfor mang situatepms ysolar &lso has good, or oftentimes
outstanding financial benefits.

These financial benefits are not yet obvious to many people. Thargrpurpose of the OnGrid

Tool is to help solar representatives accurately demonstm@tinancial benefits a customer can
expect for her particular solar energy system. The OnGrid Tool is designed to do as many of the
calculations as possildieand automatically prepare the related prop@dsatls that the Tool user

can spend more of her tingetting leads, doing site visits, and getting contracts signed.

Another purpose of the OnGrid Tool is to help solar representatives design the optimal system

for the customer, whether it be a system that
system that fits a |Iimited roof space, or mee
process is inherently |Iinked with the develop

find other benefits to using the OnGrid Tool (many of whigll be discussed below).

While we have tried to make the OnGrid Tool as straightforward and intuitive as possible, it

takes time and effort to learn how to get the most out of it. There are a substantial number of
variables that go into designing apiicing a solar energy system. Proper use of the OnGrid Tool
requires the ability to recognize, assess, and accurately reflect these numerous variables.
Hopefully, with the use of thismanualnd t he OnGri d Tool conference
the urderstanding you need to master the OnGrid Tool.

We greatly appreciate your interest in the OnGrid Tool and look forward to helping you master
it.

Determining Your Excel Version

Because we occasionally refersjpecific Excel versions in the usermanua y o u o | | need
version of Microsoft Excel is on your computer before continuing.

To find out which Excel version you have:

On the PC:
Open your copy of Microsoft Excel.

Look at the uppeleft corner of theexcel window. If it has a circleontaining the Office logo

youdre in Excel 2007. Otherwise, youdre in EX
€ ] - i A circle in the Excel
i Home wi ndowolsft upp
‘ corner me ans
Excel 2007
A
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| f youdre in Excel 2003 or earlier, click on
Of fi ce Exxxgcell @r md § foiMa sctr olsionfet iGsf f i ce Excel 200
ot herwise youdre in an earlier version of Exc
About Microsoft Excel . R
Find out i f youdre usi
-Microsnﬁ{@:-DﬂﬁceExceQﬂMWthe first line in the
On the Mac
Open your copy of Microsoft Excel.
Click on O0Excel 6 in the Excel menu and tréseftn c
Excel 2004 for Macdé, then youdbre in Excel 200
About Excel
Findouo i f youbre wusing E
the first |Iine in the

Microsoft® Excel® 2004 for Mac /

Version 11.5.4 (090302)

© 2004 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

System Requirements

OnGirid files can be used on both the PC and the Mac.

All OnGrid filesare Microe f t Ex c el wor kwoklarsy progfam etyer thao n 6 t
Microsoft Excel .

Y o u tdheed the entire Microsoft Office suite to run OnGrid filg®u only need Excel
(which can be purchased segialy fromtheother Office programs).

On the PC:
OnGirid files are compatible withxcel 2003andExcel 2007 We havendt tested t
Excel versions earlier than Excel 2003.

On the Mac:
OnGrid files are compatible witixcel 2004

OnGrid filesdon dwbrk on Excel 2008(for Mac) becaus¢he VBA programming language is
omitted in this version of ExceHowever, you can have both Excel 206nhd Excel 2008 on
your computer simultaneously, if you prefer to use Excel 2008 foiOngarid purposes.

OnGrid anticipates compatibility with upcomifigxcel 2010/2011 for Mac, assuming that VBA
will be reintroduced in this version
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OnGrid Tool User Precautions and Security

OnGrid Disclaimer

Pl ease note that the |icense and wuser agreeme
liability relating to the use of this Tool.

The Tool is designed to provide an illustration of the possible berief of owning a solar
system, but makes no guarantee of performance. All estimates and calculations should be
confirmed with other sources. All information relating to tax benefits shold be discussed
with a qualified tax professional relating to the apprgriateness and applicability of any of
the information provided to a particular situation. Neither the Tool, nor OnGrid Solar
provide any tax advice, and we are not qualified tax professionals.

Tool Data Accuracy

We recognize that without accurate dait@ OnGrid Tool will serve limited value. Wekathe
accuracy of dataery seriously. However, factors such as tax rulings and treatment, product
ratings and specifications, state incentives, and utility rates are constantly changing; sometimes
without rotice. If you notice something that appears out of date, please notify us at
andy@ongrid.neso that we canpdate thelataas quickly as possible.

Tool Confidentiality and Security

Use of the OnGrid Tool requireslherencéo the terms of the Content License Agreement

signed by a representative of your company. One of the important terms of that agreement is that
you not share copies of the OnGrigdl with anyone not covered by the Content License
Agreement covéng users within your company. Each salggresentativeising the OnGrid

Tool is to be a registered and licensed user.

You may print hard copies or make PDF files for people not covered by the Content License
Agreement, but pleag2O NOT GIVE THE ACTUAL TOOL OR OTHER ONGRID

FILES TO CUSTOMERS OR OTHERS NOT COVERED BY THE CONTENT LICENSE
AGREEMENT.

Each copy of the OnGridobl is uniquely marked visibly and invisibly, linking it to its original
authorized user. It is part of the license agreement thee tharks not be removed.

OnGrid Tool User Manual © 2010 3


mailto:andy@ongrid.net

How to Use This Manual

This user manual can be used as a reference or as a begomamtywalkthrough of the OnGrid
Tool and other OnGrid files.

Al t hough the user manual 6s groamhibcngreduadbe it u
themanual f you have the OnGrid Tool open and appl
(no worries if you hayv einrstallatiomwslbeadisdussed belowe On Gr

Because of the table of contents links and otimsslthroughout, we recommend that you view
this user manual electronically.

This manual is oriented towards the fuligensed user of the OnGrid Tool. Although many
segments are also relevant to the demo user,
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Chapter 2: OnGrid Tool Suite Overview

Master File

Tool
settings

Document WKkb

save user data

OnGrid Tool

The OnGri d

production and finarial calculations.

Tool
review results, and print proposals & documents. It contains the engine that performs all the

fi

print documents

print proposals

save & load customer data

Proposal WKkb

e i s whe

The OnGrid Tool will be referred to dse Tool hereafter.

Al t hough
only file
can access

y O
t

uol
hat
al |

%

Customer Database

re

youoll

be most

data and print out automaticaltpmplied proposals ardbcuments immediately upon
completing thenstallation.

We 6 d
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ot her OnGrid files. From withi



Def aul t fil domdmexl s®OnGr i d

Master File

Your user data is savedtiarthe Master File dJser datéis all data you enter into thEool that
i sndét speci f i BavihgdoobDatenclsapter soeealabofasod EheMaster File
also contains OnGrid data such as rates and incentives.

Youol | never MaseeHRledirealyi thipkeohit as eblack box.

Def aul t filid Mame erOh &r x| s O

Customer Database

All customer data is stored in an Excel workbook chffeeCustomer Database T Is eorneed
at this timeto open theCustomer Databaghrectlyd i t 6 s accessed from withi

Def aul t file namex!| &80O@nGri d Cust Da

Proposal Workbook

When youodve fyourcgugomedds edrathear iTrogp!l , youdl | probab
out a poposal TheProposal Workbookontainsa variety of proposal pages that can make up a
proposal. | t 6s athnthepiprocdss.om t he Tool wi

You can open thEroposal WorkbooKlirectly to modiy pages and add new pages (covered in
chapterl?).

Default fil erompmomesal 80xGrsidd

<

A personsiised solsr dectric ansty sz for.

Jack Sun and Jill Sky
s e
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DocumentWorkbook

TheDocument Workboolks structured similarly to theroposal Workboagkbut without charts
and financial timelines.

It contains documents both for the customer herself (e.g. sales contract, introductory letter) and
for third parties such as uties (net metering agreement, rebate application).

Like with theProposal Workboaokdocuments can be modified directly in thecument
Workbookbut can only be printed out from within tfeol.

Def aul t file name: 60nGrid Documents. x|l sbé6

{) Xeeltrergy

SMALL GENERATION SYSTEM
INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT (10 kW OR LESS)

Intssconnection Agresment, Tarms, and Conditions.
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User Key

The Installer File

The

opening the installer file in Microsoft Excaln d

nst al

l er

fi

TheUser Key is an Excel workbook that contains
your personal information such as your name,
company name, and contact info.

Your Tool copy is activatedy loading in the User
Key. The information that appears in theer Key

will appear in the header of proposals you create for
clients.

All key info can be changed directly in thiser Key
except for your name, vendor company name, and
vendor city (in bold in th&ser Keyform shown on
the left). To change these three mais bf info,
request a newser Keyfrom OnGrid(seeAdding &
Editing User Keysn chapter Sor more information).

Your personalizetlser Keyis created when you
install the Tool.

Def aul t file naumme:n aman>Grx lds &K

e Iis the only OnGrid fil

files will be downloadeda your computer.
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